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Barsand Nightlife

San Antonio's bar sceneisway deeper than people think. Thisis not just a River Walk margaritatown. From gritty dive
bars on the Strip to craft cocktail densin Southtown, there is something for literally everyone.

St. Mary's Strip

The beating heart of SA nightlife. Loud, gritty, unapologetically weird. If you want polished, go somewhere else. If

you want real, park here.

The Lonesome Rose Honky Tonk
Paper Tiger Music Venue
Ventura Cocktail Lounge
Limelight Dance Club
Pick's Bar Dive Bar
Squeezebox Cocktail / Event
Faust Tavern Dive/ Patio
Hi-Tones Music Venue
Fitzgerald's Irish Pub

Downtown / River Walk

Gritty, authentic. Two stepping and cheap Lone Stars. The real defl.
SA's best live music venue. Touring acts, local openers, always a$ibe.
Dark, sexy, great drinks. The grown up option on the Strip. $$
High energy. Late night. Where you go when you want to sweat. $
Cash only. Cheap. No pretension. A proper dive. $
Craft cocktails, themed nights, rotating DJs. Small and curated.  $$
Big patio, strong pours, live music some nights. Solid starting poift.
Tiny, sweaty, perfect for catching local punk and garage bands.  $

If you want a pint and a conversation instead of a scene. $

Touristy? Some of it, yes. But there are legitimate gems here if you know where to look.

The Esquire Tavern Cocktail Bar
Bar 1919 Speakeasy
Sternewirth Hotel Lounge
The Door (Attagirl SA) Speakeasy

Howl at the Moon Dueling Pianos
Pat O'Brien's Pub / Patio
LaRuina Tropical / Latin
El Camino Outdoor Lounge

Longest bar in Texas. Right on theriver. Vintage, moody, excellefiicocktails.
Hidden inside the old Havana building. Dark, intimate, serious wi$$iey list.
Inside Hotel Emma at the Pearl. Sophisticated without being snob$$

Secret entrance. Craft cocktails. Reservations recommended. $5$
Rowdy, loud, participatory. Great for groupswho want toyell.  $$

New Orleansimport. The flaming fountain patio is actually worthds

Lush, romantic, great rum drinks. Perfect date night spot. $$

Neon lit patio on the Museum Reach. Great for sunny afternoons.$$



Southtown / King William
The arts district. Creative cocktails, laid back energy, and a crowd that does not need to prove anything.

Friendly Spot Beer Garden Massive outdoor space, local beers on tap, food trucks. Family an@i®log friendly.
Blue Star Brewing Brewery / Pub One of SA'soriginals. Solid house brews and a neighborhood feel$$
LaBotanica Vegan Bar Vegan food AND abar. Themed nights, great outdoor patio. $$
The Modernist Cocktail Bar Sleek, minimal, strong cocktail program. The quieter option. $$
Artistic Brewing Craft Brewery Small batch local brews. Low key and unpretentious. $$

Pear| District

Upscale, trendy, culinary focused. Where you go to feel alittle fancy without going full tourist.

Jazz TX Jazz Club Hidden basement venue. World class jazz, swing dance nights. D&$ot sleep on this.
Boiler House Restaurant Bar Inside the old brewery. The cocktail menu is as good as the food. $$$
Sternewirth (Hotel Emma) Hotel Bar Gorgeous interior. Best old fashioned in the Pearl. $$

East Side

Rapidly evolving, rich history, and some of the best outdoor drinking spotsin the city.

Burleson Yard Beer Garden Big outdoor space, picnic tables, craft beer. Perfect for groups.  $$
Alamo Beer Company Brewery Large taproom, outdoor games, live music weekends. Very SA. $$
Tucker's Kozy Korner Live Music Bar Historic East Side venue. Blues, jazz, and a degp community feel $

Neighborhood Beer Co. Taproom New school craft in an old school neighborhood. Good vibes.  $$

Protip: . Mary's— start on the south end and work north. Rideshare in. Parking on weekendsis a nightmare.

Pro tip: Museum Reach (north part of the River Walk past the Pearl) isway less crowded and more chill than the main
loop.

LOCAL RULE: If someonetellsyou they don't go out in SA, they just haven't left their neighborhood yet. Thiscity
hasrange.
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Restaur ants and Food

San Antonio isa UNESCO Creative City of Gastronomy. The food here isworld class and deeply rooted in culture.
Thisisnot just Tex Mex town.

Tacos— The Foundation
If you visit SA and do not eat a breakfast taco, you were never really here.

Taquitos West Ave North Central Street Tacos Mini asada and trompo tacos. Fast, cheap, perfech

Los Balito's Multiple Street / Breakfast Carne guisada breakfast taco is elite. $

Con Huevos East Side Breakfast Tacos Puffy tacos meet breakfast. Creative, bold, worttithe line.
Pete's Tako House Near East Breakfast / Lunch 24 hour classic. SA institution. $

Garcia's Mexican Food Near West Tex Mex Old school diner. Brisket taco. Legendary. $

Ray's Drive Inn West Side Puffy Tacos The OG puffy taco. Since 1956. If you try one pléce, thisisit.

BBQ — Texas Style
SA hasitsown BBQ identity. Central Texas style meets Mexican influenced flavors.

2M Smokehouse South SA James Beard recognized. Brisket is perfect. Get here early.
Curry Boys BBQ St. Mary's Strip Brisket Smoke Show bowl. South Asian spices meet Central TX smoke$$
Reese Bros BBQ East Side Brisket, poblano mac, laid back patio. $$

Smoke Shack Broadway Great brisket, solid ribs. Less of await than the big names. $$



Tex Mex and Mexican

SA's Tex Mex isitsown dialect of flavor, and it runs deep.

Mi Tierra Market Square

Rosario's Southtown

Los Barrios North Central

LaGloria Pear| District

MamaMargie's Multiple
Fine Dining

SA'sfine dining scene has exploded. James

Traditional Mexican  Open 24/7 since 1941. The bakery alone is worth the$ip.
Upscale Tex Mex Interior Mexican flavors, strong margaritas. Date nighstier.
Family Tex Mex Family owned for decades. The enchiladas verdes aréfiegendary.
Mexican Street Food Chef Johnny Hernandez's love letter to Mexican streg$ood.

Late Night Tex Mex  Open late. Massive portions. The 3 AM move after ahight out.

Beard findlists, innovative chefs.

Cured Pearl District

Mixtli Southtown

Supper Southtown

Battalion Southtown

Botika Pearl District
Hidden Gems

New American / Charcuterielousemade charcuterie, locally sourced everythingb®$ Pearl anchor.
Modern Mexican Tasting Multi course tasting menu. Reservations only. Sped@@ccasion tier.
American / Southern Elevated comfort food in a beautiful historic space$$$

Italian Wood fired, handmade pasta, in a converted fireho$$ Outstanding.

Peruvian/ Asian Fusion ~ Ceviche and dumplingsin the same meal. Unique. $3$

Some of the best food in SA comes from the most unassuming places. Trust the process.

n

Gino's Deli Stop N Buy North SA
Schilo's Delicatessen Downtown
ChrisMadrid's North Central
Bill Miller Bar B Q Multiple

It isagas station. The Philly cheesesteak is absurdly good.
Since 1917. Split pea soup and homemade root beer. A time capsule.

The Tostada Burger isiconic. Always aline. Worth it.

L - R -

Chain, yes. But it is OUR chain. Sweet teais mandatory.

Pro tip: 'Barbacoa and Big Red' is a Sunday morning tradition in SA. If someone offers, say yes.

LOCAL RULE: If the building looks rough, the food is probably incredible. SA rewards the adventurous.
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Museums and Culture

People are always shocked at the museum scene here. SA has world class institutions that do not get the national

attention they deserve.

San Antonio Museum of Art (SMVggim Reach

McNay Art Museum Alamo Heights Art

The Witte Museum Brackenridge Park  Science/ Nature
DoSeum Broadway Kids/ Interactive
Briscoe Western Art Museum  River Walk Western Art
Institute of Texan Cultures HemisFair History / Cultural
Artpace Downtown Contemporary Art
Hopscotch Downtown Immersive Art
The Alamo Downtown History

Buckhorn Saloon & Museum Downtown Oddity / History

Ancient to contemporary. The Latin American and Asi&$art collections are world
First modern art museum in Texas. Gorgeous Spanish @8lonial estate. Grounds a o
Recently renovated. Texas wildlife, dinosaurs, and dee@$outh Texas history.

If you have kids, thisis the move. Hands on STEM extits. Extremely well done.
Stunning collection of Western art, saddles, firearms. Mire interesting than you exj
Deep dive into the 26 ethnic groups that shaped Texas. /e opening and well curate
Free. International artist residency with rotating exhibitFBREEA Iways something une
Interactive art installations with a bar inside. Perfect fofi$ensory exploration and ph
Y ou know this one. The new museum and grounds ren@\REBn are impressive. Go e

Part museum, part saloon, part taxidermy fever dream. $®xas Ranger Museum is ug

Pro tip: SAMA does free admission on Tuesday evenings. The McNay is free on the first Sunday of each month and

Thursdays 4 to 9 PM.

UNDERRATED: The San Antonio Missionsarea UNESCO World Heritage Site. There are FIVE of them, not just

the Alamo. Bikethe Mission Reach trail to seethem all.
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ThingsTo Do

First Timer Essentials

If you have never been to SA, here are the things you need to hit.

The Alamo and Main Plaza Downtown
The River Walk Downtown
The Pearl District Pearl

The Missions (UNESCO) South SA
Market Square (EI Mercado) Downtown
Tower of the Americas HemisFair
Natural Bridge Caverns North of SA
San Fernando Cathedral light show Downtown

Off the Beaten Path
The stuff that does not make the tourist brochures.

Japanese Tea Garden

Mission Reach Trail

Hopscotch immersive art

Phil Hardberger Park land bridge
Hays Street Bridge at sunset

San Antonio Botanical Garden
Government Canyon (dinosaur tracks)

Confluence Park

FREE Morning + Evening

FREE to walk Evening

FREE Weekend Morning

FREE Morning

FREE Midday

$$ Sunset

$$ All Day

FREE Evening

s

Brackenridge Park FREE
Southside FREE
Downtown $$
North Central FREE
East Side FREE
Near Witte $$
Far West SA $$
Southside FREE
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Live Music and Events

SA has alive music scene that punches way above its weight. From jazz basements to outdoor country stages, the

variety hereisred.

Jazz TX

Paper Tiger

John T. Floore's Country Store
Sam's Burger Joint

The Tobin Center

Gruene Hall

The Aztec Theatre

Sunken Garden Theater

Major Events

Pearl District Jazz | Swing / Salsa— Hidden basement club. World class musicians. Do not miss this.
St. Mary's Strip Indie/ Punk / Alt — SA's premier live music venue for touring acts.
Helotes Country / Texas — Legendary outdoor stage. Willie Nelson played here.

North of Downtown Eclectic / Rock — Indoor/outdoor venue with solid sound and interesting acts.

Downtown Orchestra/ Theater / Big Acts— SA's premier performing arts center.
Gruene (45 min) Texas Country / Americana— Oldest dance hall in Texas. No AC. Pure Texas magic.
Downtown Big Acts/ Varied — Gorgeous restored 1926 theater. Incredible room.

Brackenridge Park Outdoor / Varied — Free summer concerts. Beautiful setting.

Fiesta San Antonio
Stock Show and Rodeo
Diade los Muertos
Luminaria

Holiday River Parade

First Friday

April Multi week celebration. The entire city shuts down and celebrates. Plan your trip around it.
February Full Texas culture. Rodeo, livestock, carnival, fried everything, and major concerts every night.
Late Oct / Early NovOne of the biggest Day of the Dead celebrationsin the US. River parade, atars, art everywhere.
November SA's contemporary arts festival. Free installations and performances across the city.

Late November Boats covered in lights floating down the river. Magical.

Monthly Art walk every first Friday. Galleries open, street vendors, live music in Southtown.

FIESTA TIP: If you arehereduring Fiestain April, everything isbusier, louder, and more expensive. But it isalso
the most fun the city has all year. Embrace the chaos.
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Neighborhood Vibe Guide

SA isasprawling city. Each neighborhood has its own personality. Here is the cheat sheet.

Downtown / River Walk

Tourist central. Beautiful, historic, and walkable. The River Walk isiconic for areason, but food and drinks come with
atourist markup. Stay on the Museum Reach for amore local feel. Great for first timers and evening walks.

Southtown / King William

The arts district. Historic Victorian mansions mixed with incredible local restaurants, galleries, and a creative, laid back
crowd. First Friday art walks, Blue Star Complex, and some of the best food in the city. Thisiswherelocals bring
visitors they want to impress.

Pear| District

Upscale, trendy, and culinary focused. The old Pearl Brewery campusis now SA's premier food and shopping
destination. Saturday farmer's market is legendary. Go here for anice dinner, craft cocktails, and feeling alittle fancy
without being pretentious.

St. Mary's Strip

SA's dternative nightlife epicenter. Dive bars, food trucks, loud music, tattoo shops, and a younger crowd.
Unapologetically gritty. Thisiswhere you go when you want to stay out too late and not apologize for it.

Alamo Heights/ Olmos Park ('09')

Old money, quiet streets, upscale boutiques, and established restaurants. Very safe, very manicured. Good brunch spots
and the McNay Art Museum.

East Side

Rapidly evolving neighborhood with rich African American history. Trendy beer gardens, craft BBQ joints, and awave
of new energy alongside deep roots. Hays Street Bridge has the best skyline views in town.

West Side/ Prospect Hill

Working class, deeply Mexican American, and home to some of the most authentic food in the city. Not anightlife
destination, but afood pilgrimage zone. Ray's Drive Inn, El Milagrito, and generations of family recipes.

North SA / Stone Oak

Suburban sprawl on the surface, but it hides some of the best authentic Mexican food in the city and solid
neighborhood bars. The gems are here if you dig.
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Day TripsWorth Taking

SA isthe perfect home base for the Texas Hill Country. Everything here is two hours or less from downtown.

DESTI NATI ON VWHAT TO KNOW BEST SEASON

Gruene/ New Braunfels 45 min
Fredericksburg 1 hr 15min
Enchanted Rock 1hr30 min
Wimberley 1hr
Bandera 50 min
Lockhart 1hr

Guadalupe River State Park 40 min

Canyon Lake 50 min

Dance halls, river tubing, and small town Texas charm. Float theSpomgl/ FRiw@nnersummer.

Texas Wine Country. 50+ wineries, excellent restaurants, and théysatiBioanibl useum of the Pacific War.
Massive pink granite dome. Stunning hike with panoramic views-&es&peiigns required on weekends.
Artsy small town on the Blanco River. Jacob's Well natural swinBummbole. Reservations required.
Dude ranches, horseback riding, and Arkey Blue's Silver Doller, 6ketesRbankly tonk in Texas.

The BBQ pilgrimage. Kreuz Market, Black's BBQ, Smitty's. BriiYgeateRncipdnts.

Gorgeous park. Tubing, swimming, hiking, and kayaking. Spring / Summer

Deepest, clearest lakein Central TX. The Gorge trail looks like sBartimerepl anet.

Pro tip: Hill Country wildflower season in March and April is stunning. Take 281 or 46 for the scenic routes.
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Practical Tips

Getting Around

m SA isasprawling city. You need a car or rideshare to get around effectively.

m Rideshareisthe best option if you plan to drink. Do not try to park on St. Mary's or Downtown on a weekend night.
m Set your rideshare pickup spot BEFORE you start drinking. Fiesta and Spurs game nights surge hard. Order early.

m Downtown, the Pearl, and Southtown are walkable between each other. Everything else requires aride.

Traffic
m Avoid Loop 1604 and 1-35 between 4:00 PM and 6:30 PM. That isthe entire tip.
m 281 North and I-10 West are bad during evening rush. Plan accordingly.

m Construction is constant on 35. Check your route before heading out.

Weather Reality

m May through September: Do outdoor activities before 11 AM. After that, you are melting.
m Drink more water than you think you need. Then drink more. Wear sunscreen and reapply.
m Winter ismild. 40s to 60s most days. Y ou might need a jacket in January, maybe.

m March and April are the sweet spot. Perfect weather, wildflowers, and Fiesta.

Tipping and Paying
m Cards and Apple Pay work everywhere. Keep cash for late night taco trucks, dive bar tips, and Market Square
vendors.

m Standard tipping: 20% at restaurants, $1 to $2 per drink at bars, 15 to 20% for rideshare if your driver was solid.

Safety
m Downtown, Pearl, Southtown, and Alamo Heights are safe day and night.

m San Antonio operates on respect. Respect the culture, the people, and the neighborhoods you visit and you will have
zero problems.

m Always verify your rideshare driver's plate and name before getting in.

m Lock your car. Do not leave valuables visible. This applies everywherein Texas.
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From Your Driver

Thingsyour Uber app will never tell you.

After 7,000+ rides across San Antonio, here are the things | wish every visitor knew before they got in the car.

Do not request a stop at a busy inter section.

If you need to stop, give me an address or a parking lot. Asking me to stop at ared light on Fredericksburg or
Broadway is ano-go. It holds up traffic, it isunsafe, and it will get us both honked at. Text me before theride if you
need a stop along the way and | will plan it properly.

Respect isthe currency of thiscity.

San Antonio runs on it. Respect the neighborhoods you pass through, the people you encounter, and the culture you
areaguest in. Thereis no unsafe part of this city to someone who moves through it with basic human decency. The
city rewards that energy back.

The River Walk hastwo personalities.

The main tourist loop and the Museum Reach north of the Pearl are completely different experiences. If you want
quiet, local, and beautiful, go north. If you want atmosphere and people watching, stay on the main loop. | will take
you to whichever one actualy fits your night.

Fiesta and Spursnightsare a different city.

Plan your rideshare before you need it. Prices surge, wait times spike, and the whole city is moving at once. Order
your return ride before you think you need it. | can also do scheduled pickups so you are never stuck.

Breakfast tacos before 10 AM or you are doing it wrong.

Most of the legendary taco spots sell out or shift their menu by mid morning. If | am driving you and you ask me for
abreakfast taco recommendation, | am taking that personally and giving you the real answer. Not the Y elp answer.
Tipin cash if you can.

Digital tips are great and always appreciated. But cash tips at taco trucks, dive bars, and late night food spots go
directly to the person who served you with zero app taking a cut. It matters more than you think.

| am not just your driver.

If you are visiting SA and want to actually see the city beyond the River Walk, ask me. | have driven every corner
of this place. | know the best parking for Fiesta, which neighborhoods to walk at night, and where to get areal
breakfast taco at 2 AM. That knowledge is part of the service.



Need aride? Book through Olympus Ride Services.
Premium private driving in San Antonio. Flat rates, no surge, no surprises.

(210) 240-5813 ¢ ol ynmpusri de.com
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